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Hytterne (From the Hovels, 1887), Skyer (Clouds, 1890),
we see him gradually feeling his way through a
literature of peasant stories richer than any other in
Europe, to an art and style of his own. A comparison
with the older and more complacent work of Winther,
Schandorph and even Blicher, shows how wide a gap
separates the art of a generation ago from that of to-day,
while even the vigorous romantic realism of Bjornson
seems to grow, by juxtaposition with Pontoppidan's,
a little more romantic and a little less real. But
Pontoppidan's horizon is narrow; his view, as he
himself tells us, is limited " by what one can see from a
Zealand hill " ; and this narrowness of outlook has to
some extent passed over into Detforjattede Land. The
book is long, wearisomely long, being in reality three
books fused into one. It is a novel of the provinces,
in which Copenhagen is only a very distant speck on
the horizon; a novel about peasants and pastors ;
and although Pontoppidan's competency to paint the
Danish peasant cannot be impugned, although he
knows the Danish clergy as no other, from the
Copenhagen bishop to the wandering revivalist or
the "stickit minister" who becomes a " polar bear" in
his Greenland exile (Isbjornen, 1887), this does not
relieve the book of a certain drab monotony. Grundt-
vigian efforts at enlightenment stamp it as a picture
of the eighties of last century, and supply an element
of healthier idealism; but even this is neutralized
by the author's Flaubertian dislike of the province,
which he but ill succeeds in concealing. The story
of Det forjcBttede Land is summed up by the inscrip-
tion, which Pastor Petersen, the spokesman of a
redeeming sanity, says should be put upon the hero's
grave:
Here lies Don Quixote's double, Emanuel Hanstedt by
name, who was born to be an honest man, but regarded
himself as a prophet and a saint; who in consequence clothed
himself in the garb of a herdsman, and held every inspiration
that occurred to him to be a special call of Heaven; who

